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Speaker, 

Chief Whip,  

MMC’s,  

Fellow Councillors,  

Municipal Manager,  

HOD’s,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good afternoon, Goeie middag, Sanibonani, Dumelang.  

 

 



Speaker, 

It remains a great honour and privilege to stand before this Council 

and address you. 

We have entered the post-Covid-19-pandemic era.  

This pandemic has left a devastating impact on our economy and 

people’s livelihoods.  

As previously stated, in my May Council speech, many of our residents 

lost their jobs.  

Many business owners were forced to close their establishments, and 

some had to downscale by retrenching workers just to stay afloat.  

The social-economic challenges brought by this pandemic are still felt 

across our communities.  

Manifesting in record-high unemployment rates, and unprecedented 

levels of poverty.  

Unemployment in Gauteng has increased to 36.7%.  Midvaal fairs well 

compared to the rest of the province, as our unemployment rate 

currently stands at 18.8%.   

The overall cost of living has been exacerbated by the recent fuel 

increase, which is driving millions of South Africans further into 

poverty.  

We are resilient people, and we shall overcome this.  



Speaker, I say this being encouraged by the good works and acts of 

kindness that I saw on Mandela Day.  

Ordinary South Africans, from all walks of life dedicated 67 minutes of 

their time to work towards charitable causes and making a difference 

in their communities. 

Utata Nelson Mandela exemplified compassion and love for his fellow 

men.  

We saw many of our people from Midvaal, donating to the less 

privileged, cleaning houses of the elderly, and participating in clean-

up campaigns. They were all doing their part to make Midvaal better. 

These actions align well with what we are trying to achieve as a 

municipality, to be a people-centred, compassionate institution.  

To see people come together to bring change in their communities 

renews my zeal as a public servant to use the space that I occupy to 

make the lives of our residents even better.  

Speaker, I am happy to say that our municipality is on track.  

We continue to deliver excellent service delivery across all 15 of our 

Wards.  

We continue to consolidate and take action to ensure that our 

municipality remains the top performing municipality in Gauteng, and 

dare I say, across the country.  



This can be seen through the recent appointment of our Municipal 

Manager- Mr Anton Groenewald.  

Mr Groenewald, brings vast knowledge and experience, having served 

as the Municipal Manager at Swellendam Local Municipality in the 

Western Cape Province.  

His appointment is a welcome addition as we work to maintain 

excellent service delivery for our residents.  

I am of the ardent belief that he will show dedication to maintaining 

and enhancing our service delivery outputs, financial sustainability 

and ensuring that Midvaal remains one of the best local government 

institutions and best performing municipalities. 

Speaker, I am pleased to also announce the establishment of a new 

sixth department within the municipality – “Roads and Emergency 

Services”. 

This is a proactive and direct response to the outcry on the state of 
road infrastructure highlighted by our residents during intensive IDP 
meetings.  
 
 

A dedicated department on Roads and Emergency services will assist 

us as we work to improve our overall infrastructure and ensure the 

safety of our residents.  



The department will be headed by the former MMC of Engineering, 

Cllr Gerrit Viljoen.  MMC Viljoen, also brings vast knowledge and 

experience to this role and department.  

We are glad to see him join our Roads Team on the ground on a daily 

basis, grading gravel roads, filling potholes, painting street lines and 

seeing to the improvement of our road networks.  

 We want Midvaal to continue to be the beacon of excellent service 

delivery, a place all our residents can be proud to call home.  

Speaker, as you well know, Midvaal Local Municipality Council 

recently passed its 2022/2023 fully funded budget.  

The approval of this budget will ensure that the new administration 

can continue with the good work of rendering quality and excellent 

service delivery.  

We have successfully spent 99.56% of our Municipal Infrastructure 

Grant (MIG), 91.86% of our CAPEX budget and Opex spending is 

currently standing on 93.18%.  

Speaker, I can assure this Council and our residents that every cent of 

the new budget will go towards improving service delivery and 

therefore bettering the lives of our residents.  

After all, Midvaal Local Municipality was not rated the most financially 

sustainable municipality in the country for nothing.  



This was done through a deliberate and intentional collective effort of 

dedicated civil servants and public representatives.  

We did not beat 100 municipalities and eight metros to drop the ball 

now.  

We were rated the most sustainable municipality due to our 

commitment to sound financial practices, transparency, and 

accountability.  

Speaker, when I delivered the State of the Municipality Address, I 

made a commitment.  

My aim is to ensure that Midvaal Local Municipality becomes a 

people-centred, compassionate institution.  

We want our residents to live in a municipality that cares for their well-

being and sees them as more than just ratepayers. 

We want to go beyond the norm of just providing basic service 

delivery.  

Providing basic services should be a minimum requirement we meet 

without fail. 

The next step is to attract investments and unlock economic 

opportunities through infrastructure development and other 

avenues.  



The impending development of the R82 corridor and R59 corridor will 

undoubtedly take Midvaal to the next level.  

Property development plans designated towards Grace-View Eco-

Estate Developers and Eye of Africa will also add to our prospects. 

These projects will not only create jobs for our people but will go a 

long way to alleviate poverty in many of our communities.  

Speaker, I want our residents to feel the true impact of this 

administration, which is excellence above all.  

Speaker, on Wednesday 13 July, I visited Savanna City to assess the 

progress of the electrification project.  

I am happy to report that many of our residents now have electricity.  

This is a testament to what good governance can achieve.  

Many residents from Savanna have shared messages of- gratitude to 

our administration and officials for the good work they have done.  

The electrification project will continue to other areas as we aim to 

ensure that all our residents receive the basic right of access to 

electricity.  

From Sicelo to Henley on Klip to Vaal Marina, to all 15 of our wards, 

no area will be left behind.  

We are truly grateful to our residents who engage us without fear or 

favour on a regular basis.  



We appreciate that the hard work we do in our community has not 

gone unnoticed.  

Our people are responding positively to changes that can be touched, 

felt and seen. 

One such example is a comment from Vusi Shiba who wrote on my 

Facebook page saying: “We are so blessed to have this municipality led 

by great leaders.... we really appreciate all ur efforts guys.” 

If you have not seen our teams in your community, do not despair, 

siyeza nakuwe. 

Speaker, I am also happy to announce that Midvaal Local Municipality 

has reviewed the labour registration process to ensure transparency 

and fairness to our residents. 

Part of the review includes the digitisation and aligning of the EPWP, 

Temporary, Relief and Seasonal work opportunities with the 

recruitment process of the municipality. 

Speaker, we live in a moment in time, when many South Africans have 

lost hope in government.  

I am pleased that Midvaal Local Municipality is a shining light of good 

governance. 

Failing to enhance the quality of life for our residents has serious 

implications, not only for us but for the entire Gauteng region.  



The buck stops with us. We owe it to just over 120 000 people to take 

Midvaal to the next level.  

I invite everyone in this august house to work together to unlock 

Midvaal’s potential.  

I thank you.  

(The end) 


