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Speaker, 

Chief Whip,  

MMC’s,  

Fellow Councillors,  

Municipal Manager,  

HOD’s,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good afternoon, Goeie middag, Sanibonani, Dumelang.  

 

 

 



Speaker,   

I wish to convey my sincere condolences on the passing of Kwaito 

legend Tokollo Tshabalala popularly known as Magesh.  

Magesh was a part of the Kwaito group, Tkzee, who profoundly 

influenced South Africa’s music landscape and inspired generations of 

artists. May his soul rest in peace.  

Speaker, I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate, 

Ndavi Nokeri who was recently crowned Miss South Africa. 

Ndavi hails from a small village in Tzaneen Limpopo.  

I know her story will be an inspiration to many young girls from small 

beginnings, that their dreams are valid and can come true.  

Speaker, this Council takes place on a significant month that honours 

women.  

As you know, it is exactly 66 years since over 20 000 women of this 

country took a step to protest the Apartheid Legislation of carrying 

passbooks.  

These brave women risked the wrath of the apartheid government to 

stand up for what is right and just. 

To honour their sacrifice, we must continue to do our part to advance 

women’s rights in society, in the workplace and across all walks of life. 



As we honoured the women of 1956, I found it significant to play my 

part and honour the women of Midvaal for their day-to-day 

contribution.  

And what better way to do so than to honour aboGogo bethu? 

Due to growing socio and economic factors our grandmothers become 

the primary caregivers and extend support to raise their 

grandchildren. 

On 9 August, we planned and partook in a leisurely boat cruise with 

50 grandmothers from across Midvaal.  

We spent the day relaxing and enjoying the tourist attraction that Vaal 

has to offer.  

Speaker, to engage with young people and develop their interest in 

public service and civic duty, Midvaal is running a two-year 

programme called the Junior Council.  

Last month, this group of amazing young people came together and 

elected their Junior Mayor and Speaker.  

Itumeleng Phiri was elected as the Junior Mayor and Benjamin Laird 

was elected the Junior Municipal Speaker. 

I look forward to fruitful engagements with them to find lasting 

solutions to the challenges that face our youth.  



Speaker, the Mayoral Committee, and I have conducted various 

oversight visits and engagements.  

On 12 August we went to De Deur to engage with businesses in the 

area.  

The area hosts a variety of small, medium and Micro Enterprises 

(SMMEs) and large franchises.  

It has the potential to turn into a huge economic hub which can boost 

the local economy and create jobs. 

The meetings we had were largely positive and showed a willingness 

from the private sector to collaborate with the municipality, to not 

only grow their businesses but to empower our residents with jobs 

and opportunities. 

Speaker, on 16 August I had the privilege to host the Consular General 

of Portugal, Graça Maria Araújo Fonseca.  

The meeting was held to establish relations between the municipality 

and the Consulate General of Portugal in Johannesburg. 

These are parts of ongoing efforts to identify collaborative 

opportunities and strengthen relations with the international 

community. 



The engagement offers the municipality an opportunity to learn and 

emulate the best models of governance and to share practices to grow 

Midvaal even further. 

Speaker, today I am especially proud to be standing in front of this 

Council after a three-day power interruption in large parts of Ward 2.  

This incident occurred on 18 August 2022, after an Emfuleni 

transformer caught fire and spread to the Midvaal substation.  

True to our brand, our engineers and electrician immediately rushed 

to the scene to assess the damage.  

For three days they worked hard in the freezing - 3°c freezing 

temperature.  

We truly saw what the Midvaal team is made up of.  

A project that could have easily span for weeks was attended to and 

resolved within four days.  

Amidst this chaos, I was especially encouraged by our residents’ 

support.  

Coming to the site, instead of hurling insults and complaints, many 

spoke words of encouragement and showed our technicians 

gratitude.  

 



In the space of this, our local businesses banded together to provide 

food packs for those who were without electricity, especially the 

elderly and most vulnerable in our community who had no way of 

providing for themselves during the power outage.  

A special thank you also goes to our Ward Councillor, Salome Janse 

van Rensburg, the MMC for Engineering Reginald Hubbard, the Head 

of Engineering, Phumudzo Magodi, Attie Du Doit and our foreman 

Leon Botha. 

All these people persisted and played a pivotal role in getting us across 

the crisis. 

We will continue to serve the people of Midvaal with dedication and 

diligence.  

I thank you.  

(The end) 

X
Ald. Peter Teixeira

Executive Mayor: Midvaal Local Municipality

 


