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Speaker of Council, 
Chief Whip,  
Members of the Mayoral Committee,  
Fellow Councillors,  
Municipal Manager,  
HOD’s,  
Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Good Afternoon, 
 
Honourable Speaker,  
 
I want to take this opportunity and join the nation in sending our deepest condolences 
to the family, colleagues, and friends of former president FW De Klerk following his 
passing early this month. May his soul rest in eternal peace. 
 
Honourable Speaker,  
 
As we observe 16 days of Activism, I invoke the memories of many women and girls 
in this municipality and throughout the country who have suffered from the brutality 
perpetuated by men who abuse them.  
 
The crisis of femicide is a great shame on our nation.  
 
It goes against our African values and everything we stand for as a people. 
Our communities are in the grip of violence against those who are supposed to 
protect them. 
 
In the coming days, I will be making an announcement regarding Midvaal’s 
commitment to fighting the scourge of violence against Women and Children. 
 
The days of promising change are over.  
Our people want to experience a government that demonstrates a tangible impact in 
their lives. 
 
To the victims affected by GBV both directly and indirectly, I want to assure you that 
Midvaal sees you, Midvaal hears you and you matter to this administration. 
 
Honourable Speaker,  
 
I would like to take this opportunity and express my appreciation for the opportunity 
granted to us by the residents of Midvaal Local Municipality.  
We are deeply humbled by the level of trust bestowed upon us. 
The task before us is simple: to serve the people of Midvaal. 
The mandate before is clear: to decisively change the lives of our people.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Democratic Alliance both 
national and in Gauteng. 
 
All the major metro’s are now DA run, this without a doubt speaks to the faith South 
African’s should have in the strength of our  democracy.  



 
 

 
Congratulations are in order for Cllr Mpho Phalatse (Joburg Mayor), Cllr Randall 
Williams (Tshwane Mayor) and Cllr Tania Campbell (Ekurhuleni) and Tyrone Gray 
(Mogale City).  
 
We wish you all the best. And we are looking forward to seeing Democratic Alliance 
reaching new heights in advancing the lives of our people. 
 
Honourable Speaker,  
 
Allow me this morning to share our five key priorities (Vision), which we commit to 
undertake for our term of office. This will be our area of focus for the next coming five 
years. 
 
Midvaal is our home.  
 
Our future in Midvaal depends on these five key initiatives we have committed to:  
 

1. Investing in Safety and Security for all people of Midvaal 
2. Creating opportunities for all 
3. Providing excellent service delivery  
4. Solving challenges through innovation and creativity  
5. Listening to the people we serve is non-negotiable 

 
Honourable Speaker, our first priority is investing in safety and security of Midvaal. 
 
Clean audits have no meaning if the people of Midvaal cannot see, touch, feel, and 
experience the difference of clean governance and responsive leadership. 
 
Our administration is committed to fully implementing the ‘Outside-In Community 
Safety Plan’ . 
 
This has two components: A policing strategy and a social empowerment plan. 
We must be tough on crime and tougher on the causes of crime. 
 
In the previous term an investment of R5 million in our CPF’s and Neighbourhood 
watches made a difference especially in the Eastern parts of our region. 
 
The new administration will expand this support to the Western parts of our 
municipality including areas such as Sicelo, Savanna City, Lakeside, Walkerville and 
Meyerton Park. 
In addition, we must find ways to partner with gated communities such as Eye of Africa 
to link their security systems with the municipality’s control room to provide additional 
support.  
 
Our Community Services department must strengthen relations with SAPS . We 
should assist them with the information and intelligence resources to keep our 
residents safe. 
 
Honourable Speaker, 
 
The second undertaking of this administration is to create  opportunities for all the 
people of Midvaal. 
 
We have seen how the COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating impact on the 
economy.  
 



 
 

The new administration is committed to leading Midvaal’s recovery from the front by 
focusing on the following: 
 

 Protecting already existing jobs. 
 Driving and facilitating an enabling environment for the creation of new 

jobs. 
 Creating opportunities for all Midvaal people for skills development. 

 
Through partnership and multi-lateral engagement and programmes, Midvaal will play 
a crucial role in supporting and empowering youth, the socially and economically 
vulnerable, disabled and women and children in particular. 
 
Honourable Speaker, 
 
Our third undertaking is to provide excellent service delivery. 
 
Getting the basics right is non-negotiable and the biggest contribution we can make to 
growing the local economy. 
 
We have invested a significant amount into bulk infrastructure development.  
 
The 10 Mega litre reservoir and water infrastructure will unleash the Apple Orchards 
as well as Walkers Fruit Farms areas.  
 
It further increases the regional capacity for further development by potential investors. 
 
We must reduce the dependency areas such as Risiville have on water supplied by 
Emfuleni.  
 
Low water pressure must be a thing of the past for communities such as Henley, 
Daleside and Valley Settlements. 
 
I will keep an eye on the Meyerton Water Treatment Plant funded by the Department 
of Water and Sanitation.  
We must ensure that backup pumps are kept 100% operational to avoid any possible 
sewer spillage in Kliprivier. 
 
Honourable Speaker, I am confident that my colleagues in this august house will work 
with me. 
 
Let us ensure that grading of roads and grass cutting also happens in Mooilande, 
Panorama and Helderstrome and surrounding agricultural holding areas.+  
 
The fourth undertaking of this administration is to solve challenges through 
creativity and innovation. 
 
With Development and Planning taking the lead, we must all: 
 

 Support and grow our agricultural sector to its former glory 
 Drive agro-processing partnerships and agri-businesses  
 Embrace new technologies to significantly lower our reliance on Eskom, make 

load reduction a thing of the past 
 Investigate alternative methods of supplying reliable energy to all areas of 

Midvaal. 
 



 
 

In my first 100 days, Engineering Services and I must have engaged NERSA and 
Eskom on load-reduction issues as this has an untenable impact on households and 
local businesses.  
 
Honourable Speaker, 
  
The final undertaking for this administration which I take personally is the vow we have 
made to listen to the people we serve   
 
As a new administration, we must be closer to our communities and  recognise that 
this has been a problem in the past.  
 
We want to improve our communication networks and accessibility.   
 
We also want to capacitate and resource our ward councillors to be our eyes and ears 
in our communities. 
 

 Bring services to all communities including those on the outermost 
boundaries of this municipality 

 Continually monitor the performance of our ward councillors measuring their 
responsiveness and issue driving impact. 

 
Our administration will have quarterly engagements with our communities. 
After 3 months of campaigning in every single ward of this municipality, I am touched 
by the frustration our residents who either don’t know their  Councillor or cannot reach 
them. 
 
The days of public representatives being on the payroll but never on the ground are 
over. 
Honourable Speaker, 
 
This vision is more than an offer to the people of Midvaal. It is my sacred vow to 
represent every one of you. It is my commitment to serving every child, parent, teacher, 
housewife, street -sweeper, doctor and farmer. It is my pledge to working with you to 
get things done to build a better future for our children.  
 
Honourable Speaker,  
 
We have emerged from the year filled with many challenges that most we have 
overcame. We have learnt valuable lessons that we are taking forward into the New 
Year.  
 
As the Municipality we will continue with our quest to bring and deliver quality services 
to our communities.  
 
Our doors are opened for those with suggestions to make our Municipality work better.  
We are aware of the excitement that is brought by the Christmas period into the 
society. We would like to appeal to motorists and pedestrians to take extra care on the 
roads. 
 
We have experienced many road fatalities where we lost many lives. Let us make this 
Christmas special by reducing road fatalities.  
 
Let us all obey the traffic rules to enable us to arrive alive. Checked your car before 
embarking on long trips, have enough rest on our road and importantly, do not drink 
and drive. 
 



 
 

Honourable Speaker,  
 
As I close, I want to thank the staff of Midvaal Local Municipality for their hard work 
and commitment to the mandate of this institution. 
 
I would like to express my appreciation to all honourable councillors for all the long 
extra hours and efforts you put in realising the strategic objectives of this municipality. 
 
We are united by a common culture of discipline, flexibility, and co-operation that 
makes us unbeatable in the face of any adversity.  
 
We have overcome the difficulties of the moment, and we continuing to do so.  
 
To the opposition parties, thank you very much for keeping us on our toes. Your 
presence in this chamber has helped us to do our best in ensuring that we deliver on 
our promises to the residents of Midvaal.  
 
Whenever we feel disheartened, whenever progress seems too slow, whenever it 
seems the challenges are too large, we must remind ourselves of all our commitment 
to our people.  
 
I thank you. 


