
 
Speaker, 
Chief Whip,  
MMC’s,  
Fellow Councillors,  
Municipal Manager,  
HOD’s,  
Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Good Afternoon. 
 
Speaker, 
Today we join the rest of the nation in mourning the passing of Deputy Minister in the 
Presidency for Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities, Hlengiwe Mkhize who, 
sadly, passed away on the 16th September 2021 after a short illness. 
She was a fearless social entrepreneur and gender activist, who was always at the 
forefront of women entrepreneurship and made deliberate decisions and influence 
policies that affected the rural economies in South Africa. 
The legacy of Prof Mkhize remains evident in many government entities she served. I 
would like to extend our deepest sympathy to Prof Mkhize’s friends, family and 
colleagues. May her soul rest in peace. 
 
Speaker, 
I also wish to extended message of condolences to the family and friends of Cllr 
Jolidee Matonga, who was the Executive Mayor of Joburg. Matongo had served as a 
councillor for many years before being elected mayor. He was a committed and selfless 
activist who dedicated his time to serving the people. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends.  
 
Speaker, 
I wish to congratulate Cllr Mpho Moerane on his election as the Executive Mayor of the 
City of Johannesburg (CoJ).  Moerane has served capably as the MMC 
for Environment and Infrastructure Services at CoJ, which gives him an understanding 
of some of the City's challenges.  We wish him all the best and believe that he will 
continues to deliver services to the people of Johannesburg.  
 
Speaker, 
It is in this Month October the 19th, 1986 in Transvaal that one of the African’s giant, a 
freedom fighter; Samora Machel from Mozambique, was taken down by the system 
that was propagating hatred and injustice among the Africa people. 
We take this moment to celebrate this fallen hero, whose immense contribution in 
advancing the interest of the African child we still cherish to this day. 
 
Speaker,  
Annually during October, South Africa celebrate Transport Month to increase 
awareness amongst South Africans on road safety and celebrate the critical role 
transport played in changing the face of our economy through providing efficient, 
reliable and safe public transport. While there are certainly challenges that need to be 
addressed, there is a great deal to be proud of as we move towards integrating 
transport systems to provide mobility and accessibility to all South Africans. 
 
  



Transport Month comes at a critical juncture, as Covid-19 has ravaged public transport 
across South Africa and the world, causing an unprecedented fall in passenger 
numbers of between 60% and 90% globally. This is because public transport is rightly 
seen as a high-risk contagion activity. There needs to be a swift economic recovery, 
or the year-end holiday season may also be doomed. 
 
The pandemic has severely damaged our economy and will continue to have an effect 
on public transport. As huge numbers of jobs have been lost, fewer people are 
commuting as they are unable to afford fares. Improving transport infrastructure is 
central to economic growth and expanding industrial activity. 
 
Government has embarked on projects to modernise and refurbish commuter rail 
networks, alongside the expansion of road rehabilitation and maintenance 
programmes. 
 
Speaker,  
In the wake of this  devastation,  this  year’s  campaign  focuses  on positioning the 
transport sector as a key enabler to the country’s economic reconstruction and 
recovery. The ravages of the pandemic have given way to new opportunities for a  new  
economy  to  emerge.    This new economy will undoubtedly give  impetus to our 
transformation objectives and  will  enable  us  to  create  space  for  small,  medium  
and  micro enterprises to drive economic growth and job creation.  Central to this is 
the taxi  economy  that  must  enable  the  emergence  of  a  sector  that  has existed 
on the fringes of the formal economy despite being the mover of the majority of public 
transport users in the country 
 
As we approach festive season, we need to intensifying Road Safety programmes with 
a robust action plan between now and end of January. Partnerships and cooperation 
with all stakeholders in the transport sector are a necessary precondition to the 
realization of the noble plans we have in changing the face of transport in our country. 
Law Enforcement Officers and our stakeholders need to be on the road to ensure that 
we reduce fatalities by the intensification of traffic policing activities with a Zero 
Tolerance to Lawlessness especially alcohol and drug usage while handling vehicles. 
 
Speaker,  
With the country now in alert Level 1, we need to be more cautious against letting our 
guards down by not observing the COVID-19 health and safety protocols. 
The decrease in the number of daily cases and the daily admissions in hospitals has 
eased the pressure on the health system leading to the relaxation of the lockdown 
regulations 
 
This has enabled the country to reopen more economic activities and return to 
productivity.  
 
As lockdown measures are relaxed, there is an increased movement of people and 
more opportunities for interaction resulting in increased risk of spreading COVID-19 
from person to person.  
 
On this alert Level 1, our people need to be vigilant now more than ever before to 
protect themselves and those around them.  
 
  



Government continues to implement the ward-based strategy, concentrating on the 
most vulnerable people and areas with higher population densities.   
Speaker, it is comforting that epidemic in South Africa is still relatively stable, we need 
to continue to be more cautious and encourage our people to vaccinate and save lives. 
 
Speaker, 
Effective 01 November 2021, my term of office is coming to an end as the executive 
Mayor of Midvaal Local Municipality. Over the last 8 years our administration has made 
a significant impact on the lives of so many residents of Midvaal, I have seen our 
administration’s fortunes tested by crises and uncertainties but always the grit, and 
tenacity of Midvaal have won the day! You have been a part of that journey which has 
taken us from seasons of uncertainty to better times and I do believe our best times 
are ahead of us. Your contribution has been crucial in making that difference, and I 
want to say THANK YOU. 
 
We celebrated many triumphs while overcoming a number of challenges. Through it 
all, the passionate commitment from our staff, our senior management and our 
counsellors has been constant. Without that, our impact would not have been possible. 
Over the years, our collection rate has been in excess of 90%, with a total revue of 1.2 
billion and assets value of R2.3 billion. Our budget has increased from R 800 million 
to over R 1billion in a current financial year. When I took over back in 2013, the 
Municipal bank account was at R   40 108 922 in reserve. Today Municipal bank 
account as at June 2021 is standing at R 451 304 933. 
  
This achievement could not be possible without your unwavering support and 
commitment.  
 
Through your cooperation and commitment, we managed to keep our financial ratios 
above Treasury norms. We are very proud to have you as our partner in developing 
our communities and creating a better life for all.  
 
Some of our infrastructural development projects include completion of the 
multipurpose centre in Lakeside sport complex and installation of pressure 
management infrastructure. We are proud to announce that we have successfully 
install water storage tanks to some of our Informal Settlements and the upgrading of 
our sewer system in Sicelo and other surrounding areas. 
 
We scoop several awards, which include, among others:  Golden Arrow award by PMR 
Africa and the most pro-active mayor award. 
 
We pride ourselves to be the most financially stable municipality in Gauteng, with 7th 
consecutive clean audit since 2013. 
 
And of course, our quest in creating a better life was never without its own challenges, 
there are areas we could have done better, and we take full responsibility: I must admit 
that somehow, we failed to provide sufficient housing and sanitation for the residents 
of Sicelo and Mamello. 
 
We should have moved away from our reliance on Emfuleni municipality to supply 
water to some parts of Midvaal areas, although the efforts to build our own 
infrastructure has started, but this could have been avoided. We all learn as we build 
for the future. 
 



I therefore wish to thank you for your support, cooperation, and encouragement during 
the years. I would also like to express my gratitude to all our stakeholders for their 
contribution and commitment in making a difference in the lives of our people. 
 I am thankful to God for bringing me to this stage in my life; I am grateful for His 
guidance, leadership and wisdom among other blessings. I am also thankful for the 
opportunities the municipality have afforded me, and the growth I have experienced in 
my professional and personal life. 
 
I wish you all the very best for the future. May God continue to bless you, to give you 
the wisdom and fortitude you need at this time and may you enjoy extraordinary 
success in the months and years ahead.  
 
At the start of my tenure, I made a pledge, and it is one that I live by. Give everything 
you do, everything you’ve got, every minute, of every day. To that I can say, ‘Mission 
accomplished, I did my best’ 
 
To the incoming mayor: Nothing just happens! – A more determined and focused 
leadership is essential and a necessary factor for your success. 
Success is not a wishful thinking, but a conscious effort we all take collectively with 
predetermined goals and measurable deliverables. 
 
Adios – Till we meet again 
 
I THANK YOU 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


