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Speaker, 

Chief Whip,  

MMC’s,  

Fellow Councillors,  

Municipal Manager,  

HOD’s,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good Afternoon. 

Speaker, 

In light of the developments regarding COVID-19, I would like to first say that our 

thoughts are with those affected by the virus in our municipality and around the 

country. As we closely monitor the evolving impact, we are also implementing ongoing 

measures to ensure the health and safety of our staff, while also maintaining the 

highest level of service to our residents. 

We are keeping up with the guidance of the COVID-19 protocols, and we will continue 

to adjust our guidance accordingly. 

In the meantime, we want to assure all our residents that we will continue to provide 

uninterrupted services. As we navigate through these challenging times, I am 

reminded of how fortunate we are to be part of this strong community that supports 



each other to accomplish great things. It is the power of this community that will propel 

us through this to better times. 

Speaker,     

I would like to take this opportunity and extend our deepest condolences to the family, 

friends, colleagues and comrades of the late mayor, Geoff Makhubo. The passing of 

Mayor Makhubo is a stark reminder of the latest threat posed by this deadly pandemic 

against which we are all extremely vulnerable. 

Almost a week after he was hospitalised with Covid-19, Cllr Makhubo died on Friday 

9th of July, becoming the latest casualty in a list of our political leaders who have 

succumbed to coronavirus. Having served in various senior positions in the 

Johannesburg Council and as the Member of the Mayoral Committee for Finance, Mr 

Makhubo was appointed Johannesburg Executive Mayor in December 2019, a 

position that he served with commitment and dedication. 

He was a strong advocate in the response to HIV, and lived his life urging communities 

to work together to end HIV-related stigma. 

We are grateful for his leadership and commitment to public health and to the HIV 

response, and for his unwavering support for the Fast-Track cities initiative. 

We extend our sincere condolences to Cllr Makhubo’s family, colleagues, and friends, 

and to the city of Johannesburg. 

Speaker,     

I also wish to send our condolences to the family of Dr Ben Ngubane, who also 

succumbed to this pandemic. 



Mr Ngubane served on the Eskom board between 2014 and 2017. He also held the 

position of chairperson of the SABC board and the Land Bank. He took over as health 

MEC in the KwaZulu-Natal government in 1991 and was appointed minister of arts 

and culture in 1994 and again in 1999. 

In 2004, he was appointed ambassador to Japan and held the post until 2008. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with his family during this time of bereavement as we 

mourn this great loss together with them. 

Speaker,    

It is with great sadness to learn of the passing of Legendary musician, songwriter, and 

former member of Sankomota, Tshepo Tshola who was affectionately known as “the 

village pope”. 

Born in Lesotho, Rre Tshola touched many South Africans with his distinct voice and 

music throughout the years and became a household name with his iconic 1994 debut 

album “The Village Pope”. 

He also wowed audiences across international stages. He will be remembered next to 

the likes of Hugh Masekela, Steve Kekana, Jonas Gwangwa and Miriam Makeba. May 

his family, friends, and fellow colleagues find comfort and peace in this difficult time. 

Speaker,   

It is with a heavy heart that we reflect upon the recent events namely, the widespread 

civil unrest, rampant looting, killing and malicious damage to property that has taken 

place in various parts of our country. 

The violent riots have left many people unemployed and business properties damaged 

and looted in parts of KZN and Gauteng. 



Speaker, in the mist of all this development, I would like to thank and appreciate the 

residents of Midvaal for taking a stand against the rampant looting and violence that 

took place around the country. 

As a municipality we remain relatively stable and not affected but very cautious of high-

risk areas. We urge all our communities, business establishments and stakeholders 

to remain calm and continue working together in curbing any potential harm. 

Resources have already been made available to mitigate against any eventuality. 

Service delivery is continuing uninterrupted and efforts are in place to protect our 

critical infrastructure. 

Once again, I want to send my sincere gratitude to our residents, councillors, CPF, 

Midvaal police, and all our stakeholders, for keeping our communities safe. Thank you 

once again for taking a firm stand against these acts of criminality. 

Speaker,  

In the month of July, South Africa together with the rest of the world celebrated Nelson 

Mandela International Day, which was launched in recognition of Nelson Mandela’s 

birthday on 18 July 2009 via unanimous decision of the UN General Assembly. 

The celebration of this international day recognises and give credence to the former 

President’s commitment to human rights, conflict resolution and reconciliation. This 

annual celebration is a global call to action for people to recognise their individual 

power to make an imprint and change the world around them. 

It is more than a celebration of Madiba’s life and legacy. It is a global movement for a 

positive change which begins with small actions. As each person acts, we fuel 

momentum towards positive change, raising awareness and expanding the reach of 



Mandela’s values – fighting injustice, helping people in need, and practicing 

reconciliation 

As we celebrate the life of this great giant, let us continue to make difference in the 

lives of others, and most important, advancing and protecting the interest of those who 

are less fortunate. Together we can make a difference. 

Speaker,  

Now that we are in alert level three, we need to continue with adherence to COVID 19 

regulation and ensure that we don’t take our eyes off the ball.  

As of Sunday, the cumulative number of detected Covid-19 cases in South Africa is 

over 2,377,823 with 17 351 new cases identified, the National Institute for 

Communicable Diseases (NICD) confirmed, representing a positivity rate of 24.4%. 

A further 520 Covid-19-related deaths have been reported, bringing the death toll in 

South Africa to 70 908.  

During the course of the pandemic, 2 158 183 people have recovered, which translates 

to a recovery rate of 90.8%. To date, over 6 384 382 vaccines have been administered 

in South Africa, and the number is still increasing. A change in behaviour will go a long 

way in curbing the spread of this pandemic, through adherence to COVID-19 protocols 

and always following government guidelines. 

Speaker,  

While the vaccine strategy has ramped up in the last few weeks and has made huge 

strides, there is still room for improvement. 

It is very comforting that, as of 1 September 2021, South Africa’s vaccine rollout will 

open for people between the age of 18 to 34 

https://twitter.com/nicd_sa


Vaccine sites will also open for walk-ins, where people will be able to present 

themselves without an appointment, and they will be registered and vaccinated then 

and there.  

 The country is currently administering over 240,000 vaccines every weekday – a 

month ago, the figure stood at around 100,000. The goal, however, is to get to 300,000 

doses administered every weekday. As of Sunday, over 6.3 million vaccines have 

been administered nationally, equating to over 10% of the population receiving a 

vaccine dose. 

The government intend to accomplish this by increasing vaccination sites, improving 

the registration system, and boosting vaccination capacity over weekends. 

In the next two to three months, 31 million additional doses from Pfizer and Johnson 

& Johnson will be delivered, and sourcing vaccines from other producers is also 

underway. This supply pipeline means that there will be sufficient vaccine doses 

available for the rest of the year. 

We have noted with great excitement that the World Health Organisation chose South 

Africa as hub for the manufacture of vaccines. Aspen, based in Gqeberha, will from 

October be manufacturing vaccines solely for the African continent. Indeed, this is a 

great milestone for the country and the continent, we need to be part of this initiative 

by ensuring that our communities are active participants in this life saving 

programmes. 

Speaker,      

The Independent Electoral Commission of South Africa (IEC) will move to postpone 

South Africa’s local government elections, originally set to be held in October 2021. 



The commission cited the Moseneke report published earlier this month as a key 

factor behind the postponement, as well as concerns around the current Covid-19 

pandemic. 

Among other concerns cited on the report include: 

● Current lockdown restrictions impede gatherings that could be harmful to 

political parties; 

● Gatherings for elections could undermine the country’s efforts to contain Covid-

19 infections; 

● South Africans are likely to stay away from the polls in large numbers due to 

concerns around Covid-19. 

IEC unanimously accepted the report and will now urgently approach a competent 

court to have the elections postponed. This will have to be either through the Electoral 

Court or the Constitutional Court. 

We are informed by IEC that consultation will be undertaken with National Treasury 

on the financial implications of the postponement, as well as with the Department of 

Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs around other logistics. 

A new date for voter registration will also be announced in due course, with all other 

election activities to continue until the court has made its decision. 

Despite this development, it is very important that we don’t lose focus and drop the 

ball on our people. Let us stay committed to our cause until the end. We need to be 

more responsible and not compromise our service to residents of Midvaal. Local 

elections will come and go, but the people of Midvaal will remain. 

https://businesstech.co.za/news/government/507488/iec-report-suggests-south-africas-local-government-elections-be-postponed-no-later-than-february-2022/


Speaker,  

In conclusion, I am highly motivated by the hard work and diligence of our officials. 

Nothing can equate the level of satisfaction when our residents are happy with the 

excellent service we are rendering as a municipality:  

Let’s keep on raising the bar of excellence and ensure that our people receive the 

service they deserve. Our own work should always speak for us.  

We should make it our aim to establish an institution that is like a shinning city on top 

of the mountain. And that is very much possible if we can pull together and never lose 

sight of the bigger picture – Our commitment is to the people of Midvaal. 

I THANK YOU 

 


