
24 August 2021 
 
Speaker, 
Chief Whip,  
MMC’s,  
Fellow Councillors,  
Municipal Manager,  
HOD’s,  
Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Good Afternoon. 
 
Speaker,  
 
I would like to take this opportunity and extended a message of congratulations to the 
President-elect of the Republic of Zambia, His Excellency, Mr. Hakainde Hichilema, 
following his victory in the country’s recent presidential election. 
 
The prospect of a united, stable, and prosperous Africa lies in the power of the people 
to freely elect their leaders.  
 
I would also like to commend the outgoing President Edgar Lungu for accepting the 
outcome of the election and a peaceful transfer of power. 
 
I would also like to congratulate Cllr Jolidee Matongo on his election as the new 
Executive Mayor of the City of Johannesburg. Residents of Johannesburg expect 
great things of you – and a great many things from you – during your term of office. 
 
Cllr Matongo has served the people of South Africa in various public sectors space 
such as the position he held at the census project in 2001 as the national trainer, 
project manager for the management school training programme. He has worked as 
an operation manager at housing department at CoJ, head of youth development 
programmes for the City, as well as the strategic adviser to the MMC of finance. Since 
2016, Cllr Matongo has served as an ANC PR councillor and was appointed MMC of 
finance in 2019, a position he held until recently.  
 
We wish him everything of the best and pledge our support to his administration, as 
part of the Government of Local Unity. 
 
Speaker,    
 
On 9 August 1956, more than 20 000 women from all walks of life united in a mass 
demonstration to the Union Buildings in Pretoria. They protested the unjust pass laws 
enforced on women in South Africa. 
 
These women were led by Lilian Ngoyi - a trade unionist and political activist, Charlotte 
Maxexe, Albertina Sisulu, Sophie de Bruyn, Mama Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, Helen 
Joseph, Rahima Moosa, Phila Ndwandwe, Dulcie September, Emma Mashinini and 
many others who have ushered in the rights and freedoms of women which we can 
lay claim to today. 
 
In remembrance of what these South African women achieved on that day, August 
has been declared a Women's month.  
  



Speaker, Women's month is an opportunity to celebrate and reflect on women's 
achievements, as well as the problems they have faced in the struggle to be free and 
the important role they continue to play in society.  
 
I want to take this moment to wish all women here, a Happy Women’s Month and 
make a renewed commitment not only as a leader of this government, but as a brother, 
son and a father; to be more intentional about being empathetic towards the plight of 
women in this country, and to create more opportunities for women. 
 
Speaker,  
 
As we celebrate women’s month, we must also take a conscious decision to undo the 
privilege that men enjoy over women. The ways in which men hold privilege and 
therefore continue to have access to power are often more evident to women than 
they are to men. Women are more likely to see domestic violence, workplace 
harassment and wage discrimination. Men need to arise and say: “Not in our name.” 
This should be a commitment we make to foster gender equality. 
 
Our commitment as a municipality is to empower women and help them to reach their 
full potential. 
 
Women of South Africa be proud of what you have achieved. 
 
Let the achievements of those who went before you inspire you to unlock your own 
strength and motivate you to make a difference in your family, your community, or your 
country. 
 
Go out and celebrate the women that you are. Go out and make a difference this 
Women's Month!  
 
Speaker    
 
This August also marks the 9th anniversary of the Marikana Massacre which, as we 
know, left 34 miners dead at the hands of the police. This incident shook the whole 
world and left South Africa in shock and devastation. Nobody thought that in the 21st 
century, under a democratic regime, police could be so trigger-happy as to randomly 
shoot and kill innocent workers peacefully protesting against the oppressive apartheid 
wage structure. This exposed the fact that the lives of ordinary citizens in this country 
are cheap to foreign investors, and that they would rather murder innocent people than 
damage their profit margins. 
 
To this day, not one single body, government entity or mining boss has claimed 
responsibility for that tragedy which has not only left many families destitute, but also 
left us a nation with trauma and pain of witnessing the brutality of the very people 
meant to protect and safeguard us as citizens.  
 
August 16, 2012 will forever be a day which will haunts every South African.  
 
My hope is that more efforts would be made towards finding those complicit in this 
tragic and careless loss of lives and that they would be brought to books so the families 
of the deceased miners would finally be able to put this behind them and find a way to 
move on with their lives.  
 
  



Speaker, 
 
Despite the pandemic fatigue which has manifest itself in noticeable changes in and 
result in Fear, uncertainty, loneliness, isolation, disruption—people feel like life is out 
of control. People are generally growing tired of ongoing pandemic-related restrictions 
and becoming lax in their compliance with COVID-19-related protocols such as 
mask wearing. We need to be more intentional and continue to encourage our people 
to comply with non-pharmaceutical remedies. 
 
On this alert Level 3, our people need to be vigilant now more than ever before to 
protect themselves and those around them.  
 
The implementation of the ward-based strategy, concentrating on the most vulnerable 
people and areas with higher population densities is continuing.   
As of today, the cumulative number of COVID-19 cases identified in South Africa is 
over 2 444 409.  
 
A total of 37,789 tests were conducted in the last 24 hrs, with 7,632 new cases, which 
represents an 20.2% positivity rate. A further 163 related deaths have been reported, 
bringing total fatalities to 79,584 to date. 
 
We need to continue to be more vigilant to stop the spread of the virus: 
 
• Let us continue to wear masks when we are in the presence of others and in 

public spaces. 
• Staying at home and only going out when it is necessary remains important in 

protecting ourselves and those around us. 
• Practicing physical distancing when in public places and washing our hands 

regularly with soap and water or using an alcohol-based sanitiser should be a 
norm. 

• Adherence to these non-pharmaceutical interventions have not only kept 
COVID-19 at bay but have also prevented other illnesses such as diarrhoea in 
young children, and reduced influenza cases during this winter season. 

 
Together we can win this battle. 
 
Speaker, 
 
I also want to take this opportunity and send my heartfelt gratitude to the less talked 
about healthcare workers. 
 
Right now, our healthcare workers are on the frontlines of battling the novel 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) that is spreading rapidly throughout our country. 
They are putting themselves in the path of this in this unprecedented crisis. Our 
doctors, nurses, technicians, transporters, pharmacists and everyone who supports 
patient care are rising to the occasion and in caring for our most vulnerable 
populations.  
 
Thank you for the sacrifices you make, every day and especially during this 
pandemic. Your dedication, commitment and courage deserve our deepest gratitude 
and admiration. Your service to patients is saving countless lives and 
making thousands of differences. We also remember those health workers who lost 
their lives; your blood and sweat was not in veil, we will always the treasure the efforts 
and commitment you have showed during this trying times. 
  



Speaker,  
 
Cooperation is more than a good idea; it's a prerequisite for our success.  
 
None of us can do individually what all of us can do collectively. As we fast approach 
the end of our term, it is important that we should not lose focus of what we are called 
to do: which is to uphold the interest of the people of Midvaal. 
 
It is our duty to work together to ensure that we advance this noble cause. 
 
We can no longer waste any more time on bitterness, conniving, splits, and fights.  
 
They serve no purpose except to delay our progress. 
 
Let us make every effort to keep the unity as we pursue this noble mandate of serving 
the people of this municipality. 
 
Let that be our priority. So that tomorrow we can unashamedly say: 
 
“We have fought the good fight, we have finished the race, and We have kept 
the faith” 
 
I thank you!!!!!!  


