
27 MAY 2021 
 
Speaker, 
Chief Whip,  
MMC’s,  
Fellow Councillors,  
Municipal Manager,  
HOD’s,  
Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Good Afternoon. 
 
Speaker,  
 
Allow me to send our heartfelt condolences to the Zulu Royal family. We extend our 
thoughts, prayers, and hearts once more to the Royal Family who, in the midst of 
mourning the passing of the beloved King, are now called upon to bid farewell to 
Queen Mantfombi Dlamini-Zulu. 
 
Almost two months after the passing away of her husband, King Goodwill Zwelithini, 
Queen Mantfombi Dlamini-Zulu, 65, who had been holding the fort until a successor 
was identified, has silently closed the door of life, and departed from us.  It is true that 
the Lord alone knows the days that He has allotted to each one of us. 
 
 
Speaker,  
 
On the same breath, I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Prince 
Misuzulu, the son of the late Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini. He has been chosen as 
successor to the Zulu throne. We hope and believe that his installation as the new 
Zulu King will inspired more success to the Zulu Nation. 
 
Speaker,  
 
On this month 57 years ago, the Organisation of African Unity was born. From the 
beginning it was dedicated to the idea that only through unity could Africa safeguard 
its independence and unlock its potential. 
 
This month as we celebrate Africa day, we pay tribute to our forebears the founders 
of OAU whose dream of greater African integration and unity has still not been 
realised. 
 
We also honour the legends of revolutionary leaders of Africa like, Julius Nyerere, 
Kwane Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyetta, Patrice Lumumba, Kenneth Kaunda, Nelson 
Mandela and many other African Leaders who took up the mantle of pan- Africanism 
and fought for the economic and political integration of Africa. 
 
They have left a formidable legacy for our continent and all its peoples. They continue 
to inspire us and the generations that will come after us. 
 
  



Speaker,  
 
On the occasion of International Nurses Day – 12 May, I want to congratulate and 
thank all the nurses in South Africa and worldwide for being an indispensable 
component of our health systems. Nurses play a critical role in healthcare delivery and 
the promotion of patient-centred healthcare. While we celebrate this important day, let 
us ponder and also take cognisance of the challenges they face every day: which 
fighting hard to save lives. 
 
During the course of this COVID-19 pandemic, nurses’ contribution has been and still 
is beyond words, as they tirelessly work to ensure health for all and continuing health 
services without disruption, leaving no one behind. 
I want to say thank You for your commitment and dedication to this noble course you 
have chosen. 
 
Speaker,  
 
Today we pause to acknowledge the thousands of people, from every walk of life, 
whom we have lost to the COVID-19 virus. As we continue our fight, we are reminded 
of those who are no longer fighting along us.  
 
Their lives and their legacy become part of our collective memory and effort to build a 
better, safer, and healthier future. 
 
Speaker, 
 
It has been officially announced that the third wave of COVID-19 has hit the corridors 
of our country. 
 
As of today, the cumulative number of COVID-19 cases identified in South Africa is 
over 1, 6 million.  
 
There are currently 450 000 active cases in Gauteng alone, with a percentage total of 
over 27%.  
 
Other parts of the country are also seeing an increase in new infections, with Gauteng 
currently having the most active cases.  
 
The Health Department has reported over 3,000 new COVID-19 cases, 
taking South Africa's COVID-19 death toll 55 340 
 
In Gauteng alone, the new Covid-19 cases are doubling every 10 days as the province 
is witnessing its sharpest increase. Cases have increased by over 60% compared to 
a week ago. 
 
Gauteng is the most populous province and has some of the most densely populated 
areas, this means infection rates can spread quite rapidly. It is highly important that 
we become very cautious and ensure that we comply at all levels. 
 
  



Speaker, 
 
The Phase 2 of South Africa’s vaccine rollout, targeting people over the age of 60, 
began on Monday 17 May, with millions of vaccine doses expected to arrive in South 
Africa in the coming weeks. The aim of government is to finalise phase 2 within six 
months, by the end of October 2021. 
 
To ensure supporting infrastructure is in place, over 2000 vaccination sites have 
been identified across the country. These include general practitioners' rooms, 
community clinics and pharmacies, retail outlets and in some instances, larger 
facilities like stadiums and conference centres. 
 
All South Africans that wish to get a COVID-19 vaccination must register on the 
national Electronic Vaccination Data System (EVDS). This system has been 
developed by the National Department of Health and is the central registration 
system for COVID-19 vaccines in South Africa. 
 
By registering on EVDS you will automatically be allocated a place in the virtual 
queue for vaccination. The queue is based mainly on age (the elderly goes first) and 
vulnerable sections of the population. The queue is not determined on a first-come 
/ first-served basis, so you don't have to rush to register. You must, however, 
register on the EVDS system (via SMS OR Hotline) to secure your place in the 
queue and to receive a vaccination code that you will be required to present on the 
day of your scheduled vaccination. 
 
The following facilities have been identified as accredited vaccine rollout sites 
in Sedibeng District: 
 

• Lavai Mbatha Community Health Centre – 814 Cnr Hamilton & Easton Road, 
Evaton 

• Johan Heyns Community Health Centre – Cnr Frikkie Meyer Boulevard & 
Pasteur Boulevard, Vanderbijl Park 

• Ratanda Multipurpose Centre – Cnr Heidelberg Road & Mokonane Street, 
Ratanda 

• More vaccination sites will be communicated in due course. 
 
MM (Municipal Manager) is very important that the institution remain compliant and 
communicate all updated and accurate information to our stakeholders on regular 
basis. At this hour we cannot afford to be found wanting on issues of COVID-19 
regulations.  
 
Let us ensure that we do whatever that needs to be done and have all precautionary 
measures in places. 
 
This may be uncharted territory for us, but I know TEAM MIDVAAL have what it takes 
to overcome adversity. We have stood united before, and we can do so again at this 
very hour. 
  
Speaker, 
 
We are living through a difficult time. The crisis around the COVID-19 pandemic has 
left no one untouched. The virus is not only claiming human lives — it is subjecting 
individual countries and the global political order to extraordinary stress rarely seen in 
peacetime.  
  



But these challenges only reinforce our resolve to continue working towards making 
the world more resilient. 
 
This crisis we are facing today is monstrous in stature that we have never experienced 
before, I have no doubt in my heart that we will overcome. 
 
It is in the spirit of togetherness that our hope will be kept alive. In a time of crisis, 
men of goodwill and generosity should be able to unite regardless of party politics, 
political affiliation, or ideological beliefs. 
 
Amidst the pain that we continue to endure, we should find comfort in the stories of 
hope and solidarity, and continue to see the value in the positive, encouraging 
lessons that comes out of this situation. 
 
Speaker, (Budget) 
 
Today we are approving our last budget, and I have asked MMC Pat to do it on my 
behalf. 
 
I thank you!!!!! 
 


