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Speaker,  
Chief Whip, 
MMC’s, 
Fellow Councillors,  
Acting Municipal Manager,  
HOD’s,  
Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Good Afternoon. 
 
Speaker, 
 
Acknowledgement and special welcome – AG 
 
As we stand here today, Africa mourns the demise of the Tanzanian president, His 
Excellence President John Pombe Magafuli. His untimely passing left many of us 
terribly saddened. He was a true Pan Africanist leader, who was committed in serving 
the people of Tanzania. May his soul rest in peace. 
 
I would also like to express our deepest condolences at the passing of Isilo 
Samabandla, His Majesty King Goodwill Zwelithini.  
During his over 50-years reign, King Zwelithini was a strong steward and custodian of 
Zulu traditions and customs. King Zwelithini played a crucial role in cultural 
programs and initiatives aimed at promoting social cohesion among the 
diverse groups in the KwaZulu-Natal province.  
We join the Zulu people and larger South African community in mourning the loss of 
the King.  Our thoughts remain with the royal family and all who mourn his 
passing during this challenging time.  
Lala ngoxolo Silo Samabandla King Goodwill Zwelithini KABHEKUZULU 
 
Sazalelwa kuwe hlanga Lomhlabathi ubusimele isithunzi sethu singaMazulu ne 
Africa yonkana – wagcina namasiko ethu asisoli lutho Ndabezitha usiphathe 
kahle noma linglkho isoka elingenasici lala ngoxolo. 
Uyesabeka Zulu omnyama ondlela zimhlophe….bayende kuwe ngonyama ka 
Zulu. Silo Samabandla. Impela igule likaNdba licithekile. 
WENA WENDLOVU 
WENA WENDLOVU 
BAYEDE 
 
I would like to join the arts fraternity in sending our condolences to the passing of the 
late acting legend, Menzi Ngubane. Menzi had a career that spanned more than 30 
years and lit up TV screens on several prominent international and local films and 
productions. Many will remember the actor for his starring role in popular SABC1 
soapie Generations as Sbusiso Dhlomo, and most recently as Judas in Isibaya. 
Our deepest condolences to the Ngubane family and friends. God always chooses his 
best. Rest in peace. 
 
Speaker,  
 
Moving away from sad news…… 
I would like to take this opportunity and congratulate Dr Patrice Motsepe on his victory 
and election as the president of Confederation of African Football (CAF). While at 
Mamelodi Sundowns FC as the president, Motsepe demonstrated good leadership 
and management skills. 



We believe that his appointment will bring transformation in African football and help 
restore the lost ground due to corruption and maladministration. 
Moreover, I must emphasise and say we are very much delighted with Dr Motsepe’s 
appointment, who has become the first South African to hold the position. We wish 
him all the best and hope that we will tap in to untapped potential and elevate our 
soccer into world arena. 
 
Speaker,  
 
Human Rights Day is a national day that is commemorated annually on 21 March to 
remind South Africans about the sacrifices that accompanied the struggle for the 
attainment of democracy in South Africa. 
 
The commemoration provides us with the opportunity to reflect on progress made in 
the promotion and protection of human rights. 
 
The 1960s were characterised by systematic defiance and protest against apartheid 
and racism across the country. On March 21 1960, the community of Sharpeville and 
Langa townships, like their fellow compatriots across the country, embarked on a 
protest to march against pass laws.  
 
The apartheid police shot and killed 69 of the protesters at Sharpeville, many of them 
shot while fleeing. Many other people were killed in other parts of the country. The 
tragedy came to be known as the Sharpeville Massacre and it exposed the apartheid 
government’s deliberate violation of human rights to the world. 
 
Moment of silence in remembrance of the Sharpeville Massacre 
 
Our democratic government declared March 21 Human Rights Day to commemorate 
and honour those who fought for our liberation and the rights we enjoy today. Our 
Constitution is hailed as one of the most progressive in the world. The Constitution is 
the ultimate protector of our Human Rights, which were previously denied to the 
majority of our people under Apartheid. As we commemorate Human Rights Day, let 
us reinforce our commitment to the Bill of Rights as enshrined in our Constitution. 
 
These rights include: 
 

• Equality – everyone is equal before the law and has the right to    equal 
protection and benefit of the law. 

• Human dignity – everyone has inherent dignity and have their dignity 
respected and protected. 

• Freedom of movement and residence – everyone has a right to freedom of 
movement and to reside anywhere in the country. 

• Language and culture – everyone has the right to use the language and to 
participate in the cultural life of their choice. 

• Life - everyone has the right to life. 
 
We need to continue working together to uphold the culture of human rights. Human 
Rights come with responsibilities and we all have the responsibility to build a society 
that respects the rule of law. 
 
Whether we are at the workplace, within communities, at schools, or with our partners 
and children, we all need to demonstrate the kind of responsibility that we would like 
to see in our country’s future. 
 
We all have a responsibility to ensure that our human rights record and history are 
preserved and strengthened for future generations. 



 
Moreover, our government is making a clarion call to all South Africans to use Human 
Rights Month to foster social cohesion, nation building and participate in all planned 
commemoration activities.  
 
Speaker, 
 
This provides us the opportunity to pause, reflect and ask a question: What will the 
generation of the 60’s say about us today? 
 
When most of our government institutions are entangled in corruption and 
maladministration. We need not forget what they fought for. It is upon us to pick up the 
broken pieces and rebuild the broken walls of our society.  
 
We ought to reflect on the progress made thus far and make it our effort to rebuild our 
institutions and society for the betterment of the future generation. 
 
Speaker,  
 
One of the major initiatives in the South African transformation landscape over the 
past 20 years was the constitutional recognition of local government as a distinct 
sphere of government, aimed at bringing government closer to the people and serving 
as a visible platform for accelerating improved accessibility to government services.  
 
We are the first contact between the citizen and Government, making municipalities' 
frontline service delivery institutions. Coupled with this is the recognition of 
interdependencies between the three spheres of government in a quest for improved 
and coordinate delivery of government services. 
 
This is a noble mandate, and we need to take it with pride and diligence. 
 
Speaker, 
 
As elected public representatives we need to take our political mandate and 
governance very seriously. That resounding mandate is a call to serve with humility 
and integrity in the course of leading, delivering services, developing our communities 
and, with these communities, creating a better life for all South Africans.  
 
We face major challenges. Key among those is the reduction of unemployment, more 
access to better quality of basic services, overcoming the legacy of apartheid spatial 
development, strengthening community participation, and building a more responsive, 
accountable, effective, and efficient Local Government.  
 
We collectively – the public and private sector working with communities - need to 
improve service delivery, create jobs, combat crime and corruption, improve 
healthcare and education and develop rural areas to ensure food production and 
security.  
 
Expectations on service delivery are at an all-time high, and as the sphere of 
government that is closest to our communities, we need to approach this responsibility 
with a renewed sense of urgency. The success of our Municipalities in delivering on 
their mandate will be tested more as we approach the local government elections 
2021.  
 
We need to priorities the people of this municipality. Our greatness is in serving. 
 
  



Speaker, 
 
It is with great pride that I announce that we have received notification from the Auditor 
General that the Midvaal Local Municipality has once again received a clean audit for 
the 2019/2020 financial year.  
 
This is our Seventh consecutive clean audit.  
 
I have said it before and will re-emphasis that this would not have been possible 
without a firm commitment to good governance and willingness to protect the 
institution against maladministration, corruption, and lack of accountability. 
 
I want to dedicative this achievement and milestone to all our diligent staff members, 
senior managers, and members of the opposition parties. It is this team spirit that 
made is dream a reality. 
 
I continue to be inspired by the work each of you put in towards ensuring that we serve 
the needs of our communities in the best possible ways.   
 
While we are proud and celebrate our achievements, we must also concede that there 
is still a lot we can and need to do to realise our vision to see all our communities enjoy 
the same quality services at all times. We also acknowledge that there is room to grow 
and improve. 
 
This is a challenge we accept and will be working towards achieving in 2021. This year 
is about building on the momentum of the past few years and months.  
 
It is not about basking in the glory of these achievements but using them to grow in 
areas where we need to.  
 
As Benjamin Franklin once said that without continual growth and progress, such 
words as improvement, achievement, and success have no meaning. 
 
Speaker, I am honoured to be leading a team of willing hearts, because I know that 
no matter what challenge awaits us this year– we will go at it headstrong with a 
determination to achieve everything we have set out to accomplish. 
 
Speaker, 
 
Hard work is the most important key to success. The achievements without hard work 
are impossible. An idle person can never gain anything if they sit and wait for the better 
opportunity to come. Nothing is easy to be achieved in life without doing any hard 
work. 
 
The constant vigilance and preparedness to work is the price we have to pay for the 
success of this municipality.  
 
So, the hard work is very necessary, and we should always work hard as hard work 
always pays off. 
 
I thank you! 
 


