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Speaker,  

Chief Whip, 

MMC’s, 

Fellow Councillors,  

Municipal Manager,  

HOD’s,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Good Afternoon 

Speaker,  

It is with an indescribable sense of loss that we learnt of the passing of H.E. Kenneth 

Kaunda, first president of the Republic of Zambia and one of the Founding Fathers of 

the Organisation of African Unity. We send our heartfelt condolences to the family of 

President Kenneth Kaunda and the people of Zambia.  

His commitment to Africa’s liberation will never be forgotten. His leadership on the 

continent and legacy of Pan-Africanism will live on for generations to come. We remain 

indebted to this giant of a leader for his sacrifice in the struggle for South Africa. 

In remembrance of this great leader the South African Government has declared a 

period of mourning for 10 days. Our national flags are being flown at half-mast at all 

flag stations in honour of this great giant of a leader. He was a key African liberation 

visionary, a stalwart on whose shoulders we all stand. May his soul rest I peace. 

Speaker,  

The Country suffered another major loss with the death of businessman and former 

Eskom chairman Jabu Mabuza from Covid-19 complications. 

He was one of the outstanding and hardworking businessmen, from humble 

beginnings, Mr Mabuza started as a taxi driver and went on to serve as Eskom Acting 

CEO, Chairperson of the Board and group CEO of Tsogo Sun, and chair of the Telkom 

board.  



He was a fearless and a well-known businessman who paved the way for the 

establishment of black business and continued to make an impact on the country’s 

economic landscape. 

Mr Mabasa’s passing is not only our loss, but also for the rest of South Africa and 

anyone who shared his anxiety about growing inequality, unemployment, and poverty 

in our country. 

We send our deepest and heartfelt condolences to the Mabuza family and wishes 

them strength during this difficult time. 

Speaker,  

With the third wave of COVID-19 in the country showing no immediate signs of slowing 

down, Gauteng province continued to record an uptick in new infections, registering a 

record high of new cases at the past weekend. Gauteng is currently the epicentre of 

the third wave, accounting for more than 60% of the nation's caseload.  

The daily rates of infection in Gauteng are already two-fold higher compared with daily 

peak COVID-19 case rates in either the initial outbreak or subsequent resurgence in 

December 2020 to January 2021. 

This is an absolute catastrophe that this Province has ever experience in the recent 

past. 

Thousands of new cases being recorded daily, hospitalisation admissions continue to 

climb. There are currently over 5,000 COVID patients hospitalised, more than a fifth 

of them are in ICU. The situation will worsen if change in behaviour is not addressed 

with an immediate effect. 

Most of our hospitals in and around Joburg are now under pressure as the number of 

Covid-19 infections coupled with trauma cases continues to increase. 

Gauteng medical personnel have described the pain of choosing who lives or dies 

because of the shortage of beds and oxygen in the province, which is currently the 

pandemic's epicentre in the country. 

Judging from the pictures, it seems very soon the hospitals will completely run out of 

beds, with no space left to keep the patients as the bed occupation is almost reaching 

its full capacity.  



Speaker, 

As of Wednesday, the cumulative number of detected Covid-19 cases in South Africa 

is 1 861 065 with 17 493 new cases identified, the National Institute for Communicable 

Diseases (NICD) confirmed, representing a 24.9% positivity rate. 

A further 166 Covid-19-related deaths have been reported, bringing the death toll in 

South Africa to 59 258. There are currently 130 416 active cases. 

During the course of the pandemic, 1 671 391 people have recovered, which translates 

to a recovery rate of 89.9%. To date, 2 312 873 vaccines have been administered in 

South Africa. 

An increase of 622 hospital admissions have been reported in the past 24 hours, and 

there are 6 879 patients admitted at private facilities and 3 618 patients at public 

facilities. 

This sharp rise is a cause for concern, the picture does not look good unless a total 

change in behaviour. 

We need a change in behaviour and a zero-tolerance approach for noncompliance to 

government precautionary measures against COVID 19.  

Speaker,  

It is important that we continue to adhere to COVID 19 safety protocols, which is: 

• always Wearing of mask 

• Keeping safe distance 

• Avoid large gathering (Super spreader events) 

• Frequently clean your hands with soap and water, or an alcohol-based hand 

rub. 

• And most important, change in behaviour. 

MM it is important that we constantly communicate key messages about COVID -19 

to our stakeholders and ensure total compliance within our very own institution.  

A time has come for all of us to roll up our sleeves and reach out to our communities 

and provide all the necessary help they maybe in need of. 

 

  

https://twitter.com/nicd_sa


Speaker,  

Allow me today to wish all fathers a happy belated Father’s Day, both biological and 

those who took the role of a father as many children are often left without a father 

figure. We appreciate a positive role you play.  

In a society where being present and playing a leading role in the lives of our children 

is not a norm, I salute you for taking the narrow road and choosing to do what is right.  

Our society is richer because of your daily selfless acts. I salute you. 

Speaker,  

After 1994, June 16 was set aside as a public holiday in South Africa, to honour the 

courage, bravery and sacrifice of the courageous youth cadres who were at the 

forefront of the struggle against Apartheid and Bantu Education.  

The whole month of June has been dedicated to supporting and celebrating all youth 

across the country. Young people such as Hector Peterson, Tsietsi Mashinini and 

Mbuyisa Makhubo and many others, are remembered for their determination to fight 

for their rights; and for not flinching in the face of the brutal and violent repressive 

apartheid regime. 

Over two decades after South Africa’s first democratic election, the realities facing 

young people remain as troubling as ever due to issues such as crime, poverty, 

unequal educational opportunities, unemployment, and drug abuse. 

While the country’s annual Youth Day on 16 June commemorates the anniversary of 

the 1976 Soweto Uprising, the struggle for a better quality of life for the country’s youth 

still continues.  

I am of the belief that the youth of every generation have a special calling which it 

needs to carry out in order to pave the way for the coming generations, a calling which 

– if abandoned – places coming generations at a disadvantage.  

Today, as we look around, our societies are plagued by many ills- such as HIV/AIDS, 

drug abuse, poverty, illiteracy, gender-based violence, systematic racism. That will 

need a generation as equally tenacious and bold as the youth of 1976 to abolish.  

It is therefore the role of this generation to address these challenges and create more 

economic opportunities that will enable our young people to reach heights in 

advancing their course. It is important that we secure our future by investing in this 

generation. 

https://www.sahistory.org.za/topic/june-16-soweto-youth-uprising


I must also commend youth empowerment initiative like, Kgatelopele, which was 

committed in creating job opportunities for young people and providing them with skill 

development programmes.  

 

Over 1 million was set aside for training development, and R 30 million worth of 

opportunities was also set aside for this programme. 

We need more of such opportunities to address the challenges facing youth today. 

MM I am posing this challenge to you, Let’s see how best we can further advance this 

cause for our young people in Midvaal. 

Speaker,  

As we approach the end of the sixth month of the year, and the halfway mark into 

2021, I would like to remind each of us that we came into this year with plans, goals 

and aspirations, both personal and professional, that we would like to achieve before 

the year ends.   

I therefore encourage us to revisit those goals, and plan how we are going to use the 

remainder of this year to work towards achieving them.  

This of course also comes as we enter a new financial year as a municipality, which 

begins on the 1st of July.  

I look forward to continuing the work that we have been doing over the past years as 

we forge ahead in establishing ourselves as a powerhouse municipality, growing our 

economy, creating jobs for our people, and ultimately ensuring better living conditions 

for all our people.  

I Thank you! 


