
21 January 2021 
 
Speaker, 
Chief Whip,  
MMC’s,  
Fellow Councillors,  
Municipal Manager,  
HOD’s,  
Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Good Afternoon. 
 
Speaker, 
 
It is an honour to stand before you this morning on this auspicious occasion of our first 
Council meeting of the year. The holiday season is now behind us and I want to add 
my voice and welcome all our staff members, honourable counsellors and all members 
from different political affiliations. As we gather here this afternoon, refreshed from the 
break, we do so with the knowledge of the great work that lies ahead of us – work that 
demands our absolute and unwavering commitment. 
 
We have many successes to point to, and now we want to build from those 
experiences and bring a new focus and energy to the task set before us.  
Speaker, we have been able to become such a positive influence in our district and 
province. The challenge before us is to keep on growing and never cease to raise the 
bar of excellence as we continue to serve the people of this municipality. 
 
Speaker, 
 
Tragedy has also struck closer to home. Early this month, we received the painful 
news of the passing of Executive Mayor of Sedibeng District, Cllr Busi Modisakeng.  
Allow me to send our heartfelt condolences to the family of Modisakeng.  Sorrow fills 
our hearts this sad moment, a sorrow that is deep and personal. Cllr Busi has silently 
closed the door of life and departed from us. Our lives will be empty in the areas that 
he had brightened for us. 
 
To the family, our hearts and prayers are with you at this most difficult time: “Grief is 
not a disorder, a disease or a sign of weakness. It is an emotional, physical and 
spiritual necessity, the price you pay for love. The only cure for grief is to grief.” 
May the family find solace in the Lord in this moment of loss. 
May her soul rest in eternal peace. 
 
I also wish to send our condolences to many families who lost their loved ones due to 
COVID-19. To many of us, the COVID-19 stats have become the faces we know.  
I would like to request that we have a moment of silence to reflect on, and remember 
with fondness, our dear departed. LET’S OBSERVE A MOMENT OF SILENCE. 
 
 
  



Speaker, 
 
As of today, the cumulative number of COVID-19 cases identified on South Africa is 1 
369 426 since the last report. The cumulative total of tests conducted to date is 7 762 
073 with 62 054 new tests conducted since the last report. Regrettably, we report a 
further 566 COVID-19 related deaths have been reported: Eastern Cape 104, Free 
State 46, Gauteng 80, Kwa-Zulu Natal 80, Mpumalanga 6, Northern Cape 6 and 
Western Cape 104. This brings the total to 37 854 deaths. 
 
Once again, we convey our condolences to the loved ones of the departed and thank 
the health care workers who treated these patients. Our recoveries now stand at 1 160 
421 representing a recovery rate of 84,7%. 
 
Speaker, 
 
The procurement a COVID-19 vaccine is top of the country’s agenda. it is not a magic 
bullet that will end the pandemic, but it a concerted effort by our government to fight 
the scourge. South Africa is set to receive initial vaccines from the COVAX facility to 
cover 10% of our population next month. 
 
Priority of the vaccine roll out will begin with healthcare workers, the elderly and those 
with comorbidities. 
 
Speaker, 
 
What is encouraging is that SA also has pre-existing vaccine manufacturing capability 
in the form of the Biovac Institute, a public-private partnership, and possible future 
manufacturing capacity through an agreement entered between Johnson & Johnson 
and SA-based Aspen that could translate into greater access for the country. We are 
hoping that this dream will become our reality. 
 
This pandemic has stolen so much for us, if we stick together and unite in our fight 
against this monstrous pandemic, our victory is certain. 
 
Let us continue and ensure that we adhere to COVID-19 regulation: 
 

• Washing of hands 
• Wearing a mask 
• Keeping a safe distance. 

 
Most important, avoid super spreader event such as funerals and family gatherings. 
Keeping safe is the only way to fight back. 
 
Speaker, 
 
One of the major initiatives in the South African transformation landscape over the 
past 25 years was the constitutional recognition of local government as a distinct 
sphere of government, aimed at bringing government closer to the people and serving 
as a visible platform for accelerating improved accessibility to government services.  
We are the first contact between the citizen and Government, making us frontline 
service delivery institutions. Coupled with this is the recognition of interdependencies 
between the three spheres of government in a quest for improved and coordinate 
delivery of government services. We need to heed this call with the necessary urgency 
and diligence it requires. 



Speaker, 
 
As an elected public representative, we must take our political and governance very 
seriously. That resounding mandate is a call to serve with humility and integrity in the 
course of leading, delivering services, developing our communities and, with these 
communities, creating a better life for all South Africans.  
 
We face major challenges. Key among those is the reduction of unemployment, more 
access to better quality of basic services, overcoming the legacy of apartheid spatial 
development, strengthening community participation, and building a more responsive, 
accountable, effective, and efficient Local Government.  
We collectively – the public and private sector working with communities - need to 
improve service delivery, create jobs, combat crime and corruption, improve 
healthcare and education and develop rural areas to ensure food production and 
security.  
 
Expectations on service delivery are at an all-time high, and as the sphere of 
government that is closest to our communities, we need to approach this responsibility 
with a renewed sense of urgency. The success of our Municipalities in delivering on 
their mandate will be tested more as we approach the local government elections this 
year.  
 
We need to priorities the people of this municipality. Our greatness is in serving. 
 
Speaker, 
 
I want to conclude with the words of Peter F. Drucker, who said: 
“Unless commitment is made, there are only promises and hopes… but no plans.”  
Speaker, God has given us another chapter to do better and make a difference in the 
lives of our people. We ought to take this responsibility with necessary courage and 
unwavering commitment. 
 
It does not matter what we encounter in our journey, there is always a way if we are 
committed to our cause. 
 
Life has taught us that sometimes we may have to fight a battle more than once to win 
it. 
 
We would have failed if our people will continue to suffer when we see it and do nothing 
about it. We have been called to serve, ours is to help our people. 
 
Our people entrusted us with their aspiration, we must deliver on them and dare not 
disappoint. 
 
Let it be that our commitment will propel us to serve our people. 
 
I thank you. 


