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Speaker, 
Chief Whip,  
MMC’s,  
Fellow Councillors,  
Municipal Manager,  
HOD’s,  
Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Good Afternoon. 
 
In light of the developments regarding COVID-19, I would like to first say that our 
thoughts are with those affected by the virus in our municipality and around the 
country. As we closely monitor the evolving impact, we are also implementing ongoing 
measures to ensure the health and safety of our staff, while also maintaining the 
highest level of service to our residents. 
 
We are keeping up with the guidance of the COVID-19 protocols, and we will continue 
to adjust our guidance accordingly. 
 
In the meantime, we want to assure all our residents that we will continue to provide 
uninterrupted services. As we navigate through these challenging times, I am 
reminded of how fortunate we are to be part of this strong community that supports 
each other to accomplish great things. It is the power of this community that will propel 
us through this to better times. 
 
Speaker,  
 
Our hearts are filled with sadness about the disturbing news of the death of His 
Excellency Marshal Idriss Déby Itno, President of the of the republic of Chad. 
 
The Chadian President passed away on Tuesday, 20 April 2021, following injuries he 
sustained while leading his military forces to repel a rebel attack. 
 
We would like to extend our deepest condolences to the fallen President's family as 
well as the government and people of Chad. 
  
We condemn in the strongest terms the violence that has claimed so many lives, 
including that of President of Chad Republic.  We call for calm and cessation of 
fighting. 
 
Speaker,  
 
The radio broadcasting community is in mourning after the news of the death of 
veteran radio host Grant Shakoane. 
 
Those who lived in the 80’s you will remember him as he was passionately known as 
the colossal of the radio airwaves. He mentored and paved way for many shining stars 
we celebrate today. 
 
We send our heartfelt condolences to the family, close friends, and colleagues. May 
his soul rest peace. 
 
Speaker,  
 
We are left with a profound sense of shock and loss after learning of the untimely 
death of Lufuno Mavhunga, a bullied teen who committed suicide from Mbilwi 
Secondary School in Limpopo.  



It is quite disturbing to witness this level of violence among young people. We strongly 
condemn such conduct that has turned our schools into horrendous havens for those 
who have no regards for their peers. Bullying is wrong and as a society we should take 
a firm stand and say: “Not in our schools”. 
 
We send our condolences to the family and friends of the deceased pupil and pledge 
our commitment towards ensuring all those involved in bullying incidents are made to 
face the consequences of their actions. 
 
Speaker,  
 
We are continuing with our draft budget engagement across the municipality through 
our website, social media platforms, print media and broadcast radio. 
 
We have received and considered all comments made by our communities in relation 
to the draft budget thus far and will be taking these into consideration as we 
consolidate and finalise our budget for the new financial year.  
 
The economic state of our country, though showing some signs of improvement from 
the past few years, continues to place local governments under financial pressure. 
 
Our residents across the municipality are increasingly feeling the pinch of the growing 
cost of living, and as a result, reliance on the municipality to provide more than just 
the basic services is also rising.  
 
I fully recognise that our communities need more assistance from us now more than 
they have before, and while we too – as a municipality - are suffering our own 
constraints, our communities remain our priority and we will continue to work towards 
ensuring that we do the most with what we have, and also create opportunities where 
people are able to live a quality life.  
 
We would like to urge all our residents to continue submitting their comments before 
the May 14th deadline.  
 
Speaker,  
 
I would like to wish everyone here today a happy belated Freedom Day.  
(Junior Council Speech) 
Freedom Day is celebrated annually on the 27th of April in honour of the auspicious 
day in 1994 when the first non-racial election was held in the country. South Africa 
celebrates Freedom Day to mark the liberation of our country and its people from 300 
years of colonialism, White minority domination, politically enforced prejudice and 
Apartheid. 
 
Apartheid was officially implemented in South Africa in 1948; however, colonialism and 
oppression of the African majority had plagued various countries throughout the 
African continent since as early as the 1600s. 
Under the brutal Apartheid rule, indigenous people of colour in South Africa were 
denied the right to vote and hence did not have a say in the political governing and 
running of the country. During Apartheid, the majority of South Africans were excluded 
from any form of political power or influence. 
 
Freedom Day honours those who fought for our country’s liberation, and the many 
men and women who suffered through incarceration, banning’s and torture on behalf 
of the oppressed during Apartheid. 
 
May we remember the sacrifices of those who were determined to ensure that we get 
to enjoy our freedom on a daily, some even to the point of death.  



 
But may we also be cognisant of the fact that all freedoms come with responsibilities, 
and while we celebrate our freedom, may we also acknowledge our privilege where it 
exists and advocate for those who are unable to speak for themselves, promoting 
equality for all persons, regardless of their class, creed, the colour of their skin, gender 
or sexuality.  
 
In honour of those who went before us fighting for our liberation, let us carry this 
freedom with the necessary responsibility it requires.  
 
To be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that respects and 
enhances the freedom of others. 
 
May this be our creed as we continue to inspire confidence in the lives of our 
residence. 
 
Speaker,  
 
Through the Sebenza Mbokodo initiative, we managed to award over R 350, 000.00 
in financial assistance to women in the informal trading sector. We are looking forward 
to assisting more women around our communities this year. The applications are still 
open, and we encourage qualifying women to take advantage of this initiative and 
apply for funding.  
 
I must also mention the fact that this initiative is bearing much needed fruits to our 
people, and we need to continue to create a conducive environment for growth and 
development for all our businesses, residents, investors, and all relevant stakeholders. 
Through this partnership with Standard bank, we have managed to make a little 
difference in the lives of many of our people. I hope we will have more partners who 
will contribute to this initiative and make a difference. 
 
Speaker,  
 
I am proud to announce that our municipality is now ranked number 5th out of 278 
municipalities in the country according to Ratings Africa. In 2013 we ranked in the top 
16.  
 
I think we should be proud and give ourselves a rousing round of applause for this 
great achievement. 
Ratings Africa has published its annual municipal financial sustainability index (MFSI) 
for the financial result of the 105 local municipalities plus the 8 metros in South Africa. 
The analysis is based on the fiscal ending in June 2020. 
 
The MFSI is a scoring model that evaluate six financial components, namely: the 
operating performance, liquidity management, debt governance, budget practice, 
affordability, and infrastructure development. 
 
This is our affirmation for a clear commitment to clean governance and leadership that 
is accountable to its residents.  
 
We need to continue to espouse the culture of maximizing on the limited resources we 
have so that we can meet our target irrespective of the challenges we face every day.  
While we are proud and celebrate our achievements, we must also concede that there 
is still a lot we can do in keeping pace and adapting to changing environment.  must 
also acknowledge that there is room for growth and improvement. 
 
 
 



Speaker,  
 
As many of you might be aware from media reports that the municipality has taken a 
decision to withhold all payments due to Emfuleni Local Municipality in relation to water 
supply at Risiville with immediate effect.   
 
Risiville is Midvaal demarcated area which receives water supply from Three Rivers 
East which is Emufuleni supply area. It can be confirmed that there is reduction in 
supply systems causing low, sometimes no water supply volume and pressure in 
Risiville.  
 
The water reduction is as a result of the arrears amount due to Rand Water by the 
Emfuleni municipality. 
 
We are an interested and affected party in a contract between Emfuleni municipality 
and Rand Water with regards to the affected supply zones, and Midvaal is not directly 
contracted to Rand Water. 
 
Several meetings had been held with Emfuleni municipality, but to no avail.  
 
Therefore, a decision has been taken to withhold all payments.  This decision will 
stand until Emfuleni Municipality addresses the matter with Rand Water.   
 
We deeply empathise with the continued inconvenience suffered by the Risiville 
residents and the municipality is hard at work to find a lasting solution. 
 
Speaker,  
 
President Cyril Ramaphosa has announced that the local government elections will 
take place on Wednesday, 27 October 2021. We are nearing the end of our term; it is 
very important that we don’t lose focus and drop the ball on our people. Let us stay 
committed to our cause until the end. We need to be more responsible and not 
compromise our service to residents of Midvaal. Local elections will come and go, but 
the people of Midvaal will remain. 
We have emerged from many challenges that most we have overcame. We have 
learnt valuable lessons that we are taking forward.  
 
Let us continue with our quest to bring and deliver quality services to our 
communities…... Which is our core business! 
 
We need to be more focused, more resolute, and more willing to advance the cause 
of this municipality.  
 
Our actions ought to continue to inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more 
and become more.  
 
Our desire to attain uncommon result has always been fuelled by our commitment to 
work together. 
 
I THANK YOU 


